Regular Board Meeting

December 8,2009


7:00p.m.

Present – 
 Mayor Donna Kelley, Trustees Philip Gillemot, 

 Sharon Wiedemer, James Howell.

Absent  - 
Trustee Phil Joe Smith. 

Also present –  Clerk-Treasurer Suzanne Casselberry, 

                Mike & Christina Hughey

Mayor Kelley called the meeting to order.

Mayor Kelley called for the Pledge of Allegiance.

The minutes of the November 16, 2009 regular meeting were presented.



Trustee Gillemot offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Howell 

to approve the minutes of the November 16, 2009 regular board meeting as presented. AYES:  Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Howell. NOES: None.  Resolution carried. 

Public participation

Fire Chief Tom Carson was present and explained to the board, the landscaping expense for the fire station was higher than the normal because of an added cost for soil treatment. He noted that landscaping of the grounds is part of the annual fire department budget.

Fire Chief Tom Carson reported the department has responded to two fire calls already this month, a mattress fire and a dryer fire. Tom also commented about the used car lots at Main & Catharine Street and at Catharine & Broadway that appear to be over extending their businesses onto village streets and across the sidewalks. Trustee Howell indicated that code enforcement has visited both locations about parking of vehicles. Board agreed that the DPW should paint sidewalk paths along Catharine Street at both locations and prior notification should be mailed to each business to advise them of these plans.

Fire Chief Tom Carson reported the new firefighter turn out gear has been ordered. Firefighter physicals are being scheduled for the first part of January.  Mayor Kelley reminded Tom that fire fighters should not be allowed to respond or drive to fire calls without required physicals.

Tom Carson also a cemetery commissioner reported the code enforcement officer felt the cemetery (brick) building was structurally sound and does not qualify to be condemned.  The roof and chimney need work and was estimated at $3,000. The cemetery commission is still interested in building a vault structure in the future for use during winter months, however this building even in a repaired state is not suited for this purpose.  Board suggested prices be obtained for demolition of the building. 

Mike Hughey noted that a metal locator is needed for locating pins at the cemetery. Price ranges between $600 and $2400.  Trustee Howell commented that a light use metal detector specifically for locating pins could be purchased for much less.  Board agreed to obtain prices and purchase a metal detector for the cemetery and budget for the purchase of a better unit to replace the present locator used for more difficult locating tasks in the village.

Trustee Howell offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Wiedemer to approve winter hour shifts for the DPW to begin December 31st and terminate the pay period ending mid March, and resolved shift hours shall be 7:00am-3:30pm and 3:00-11:00pm and further resolved the sign up sheet be posted for employees to volunteer for second shift. AYES:  Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Gillemot. NOES:  None.  Resolution carried.



Trustee Howell offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Gillemot to create a civil service position title Superintendent of Public Works. AYES:  Trustee Howell, Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Wiedemer. NOES: None. Resolution carried.

Board received copies of the finalized version of the zoning and subdivision law.



Trustee Gillemot offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Wiedemer to schedule a public hearing for January 19, 2010 at 7:30p.m. to receive comments on the proposed zoning and subdivision law.  AYES:  Trustee Howell, Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Widemer. NOES:  None. Resolution carried. 

Board reviewed the State Environmental Quality Review document for the Restore NY application for funding to renovate the Rural Urban Center building.  The board agreed the described action is solely for the purpose of obtaining grant funding that the village will not be committing any funds for. 



Trustee Howell offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Gillemot determining the described action of Rural Urban Center Funding Application will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts therefore resulting in a negative declaration under the State Environmental Quality Review. AYES:  Trustee Howell, Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Wiedemer. NOES: None. Resolution carried.

Village Board was informed of an application for license to the NY State Liquor Authority for Sal’s Pub at 230 West Main Street.  The property is owned by Salmary Inc.  No objections were voiced.

Mayor Kelley reported to the board, Attorney Halpin is drafting a letter of termination for the DPW supervision agreement to be sent to the county and will include a separate agreement covering their involvement for supervision on the marina project.  Board agreed to table action on this authorization until the letter can be reviewed.



Trustee Gillemot offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Howell authorizing an extension of the agreement with the Montour Falls Memorial Library Board for the use of the library building through March 30, 2010 while transfer of ownership is being finalized. AYES:  Trustee Howell, Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Wiedemer. NOES: None. Resolution carried.

Mayor Kelley commented that the shared service agreement with the Village of Odessa is complete and once an individual has been selected for the position 

of Superintendent of Public Works the agreement can be finalized.

The committee set up for interviewing applicants for Superintendent of Public Works agreed additional applications should be sought. Position will be advertised again and the committee will meet Monday, December 28th.

Mayor Kelley reported to the board a problem with the slope of the installed sewer pipe at the new marina campsites has been identified by MRB engineer, Pat Nicoletta subsequent to the surveyor’s preliminary report. Some sections of the sewer pipe lay flat.  Mayor reported no meeting took place before the digging began. The first meeting scheduled by the superintendent with the engineer occurred after the project was well underway.   Mayor reported there was discrepancies in the design map that indicated some concern, however she was not advised, the engineer nor sewer operator were consulted and the installation continued.  Engineer will request additional surveying and will report back to the village on how much of the pipe will need to be re-installed. In the interim water line installation will continue as weather permits.

Trustee Howell reported the code enforcement report for November and December would be submitted at the January meeting.  

Mike Hughey reported following up on the Selective Insurance Service report with a call to Bates Electrical Service who examined the electrical panel boxes at the fire station and at the DPW and determined that the breakers were drawing proper level of amps.  Selective Insurance will be advised.

Mayor Kelley shared with the board the City of Hornell’s approach to achieving code compliance with rental units in their jurisdiction and their reported success. She will obtain a copy of the regulations for review in the near future.

Trustee Howell reported having a conversation with Ed Gates who stated he was planning to spread a non-manure agricultural material on his land(former Appel property) along Seneca Street. The material was referred to as refusal feed and consists of chopped grass, corn silage meant as an alternative to land-spreading manure for soil enrichment. NYSDOH Tom Klaseus will be contacted as well as Steve Winkley of Rural Water relative to the wellhead protection law is working on.

Trustee Gillemot suggested the board consider removing Deckertown Falls from the “Valley of Tumbling Waters” brochure before re-printing. The footpath is not maintained, is dangerous and is surrounded by poison ivy. It is unclear how much if any land is public property. 



Trustee Howell offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Gillemot authorizing the payment of bills on General Abstract $73,297.85, Water Abstract $9,096.86, Sewer Abstract $2,186.34, Capital Project Marina Improvement $3,500.06, NY Main Street $90,151.18. AYES:  Trustee Howell, Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Wiedemer, NOES: None. Resolution carried.




Trustee Howell offered a motion, seconded by Trustee Gillemot to adjourn the meeting at 9:00p.m. AYES:  Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer. NOES: None. Resolution carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Suzanne Casselberry, Clerk-Treasurer

