Regular Board Meeting

July 6, 2009

6:00p.m.

Present – 
 Mayor Donna Kelley, Trustees Sharon Wiedemer, Philip Gillemot, 

 James Howell, Phil Joe Smith.

Absent  - 
 None.

Also present – Clerk-Treasurer Suzanne Casselberry, Mike & Christina Hughey

Larson Design Group, Greg Cummings, James Baker and Dave Walters met with the board prior to board agenda to discuss and prioritize water projects that may be eligible for funding under the State Revolving Fund-Drinking Water Program. The NYSDOH water system inspection report was used as a basis for planning the mandatory/potential improvements. Village Board will review the material before the July 20th meeting when Larson will return to finalize the application for participation in the 2010 funding.

Mayor Kelley called the meeting to order.

Mayor Kelley called for the Pledge of Allegiance.


Trustee Gillemot offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Wiedemer to approve the minutes of the June 15, 209 regular board meeting. AYES:  Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Smith, Trustee Howell. NOES: None. Resolution carried.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


Jody Saunders of 405 W. Main Street was present to share with the board a few concerns/complaints. Jody spoke about the inconvenience of being unable to get out of her driveway during Main Street events.  Most recently the Pride Ride and the Bike Rally with the Falls Harvest Festival event planned for October both are 12-hour closings. She commented that the Montour House project has monopolized parking on Main Street, where there is 2 hour parking restrictions, noting the recent incident when paving contractors parked in front of her house long past the limit. Jody added that Bruce Nelson has a no smoking policy for his property, so the smoking goes on in front of her house and cigarette butts collect on her property.  Trustee Smith suggested parking spaces could be reserved for her and the neighbors in back of the former Office for Aging building during Main Street events.

Jeanne Quarltere was also present and commented that there is definitely a parking problem with the Montour House offices.  Parking along Montour Street has been taken up by employees of the Montour House offices and should be available for residents/seniors. Jeanne continued to explain her problem with individuals parking in the Montour Cemetery to access her posted creek property for swimming. She requested assistance from the village to deter the parking in that area of the cemetery.  The third concern was for the Raymond Street family apartments and their no smoking policy. Residents congregate on the street or in front of her property to smoke. Lastly, Jeanne had concerns for cars speeding off Catharine Street onto Raymond Street. Mayor indicated the Sheriff could be contacted about Raymond Street speeding and a letter could be written to Mr. Frandsen about the smoking problem.  

It was suggested workers of the Montour House could park in the municipal lot along with employees of the offices in the building.

Tom Carson inquired of the board what route through the village would like the half-marathon runners to use for the August 23rd event.  Board suggested they should use the trail route, Genesee Street-West Main Street to Montour Street noting that West Main Street & Montour Street now have new walks for the trail users.

Carol Sue McCue of 102 N. L’Hommedieu Street who operates a Bed & Breakfast at the intersection of L’Hommedieu/Cotton-Hanlon/Route 224 spoke to the board about truck and motorcycle noise at this intersection.  She stated trucks are not as bad as the motorcycles and she inquired if the there is a noise ordinance and whom might she speak to about posting a decibels limit sign.  Mayor stated this would be a new law and it requires a process.  Mayor requested DPW foreman Mike Hughey check with Millport and Watkins Glen about a recently installed decibels limit sign.

Mayor Kelley shared with the board, the scope of work planned for the Montour Falls Memorial Library building. The project budget of $30,000 will be funded through the NY Main Street Program and $7,500 from the village budget. Mayor anticipates the transfer of ownership will be complete before the work commences.

An application for Corrected Tax Roll was received for the Romeo Village property. The building is exempt from taxation however was sent a bill for $8,214.76. The error was related to the change in the villages assessing unit status and the file that was used did not recognize exemptions. As a result of the error the incorrect taxable valuation was used for 2009 tax purposes and will require both the tax warrant and budget to be modified.



Trustee Smith offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Gillemot to approve the application for corrected tax roll for the Romeo Village parcel 76.20-1-52 and reissue a corrected bill in amount of $194.63 to be paid by July 17, 2009 and further resolved to modify the tax warrant reducing it by $8,020.13. AYES:  Trustee Smith, Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer. NOES: None. Resolution carried.

Clerk advised the board the transfer of ownership for the former Episcopal Church building was not reflected in the June 1 tax bill and was just discovered. A corrected tax bill was issued to Christine Ertle.



Trustee Smith offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Wiedemer to waive the 5% interest on the tax bill for this parcel 86.07-2-57 if paid by July 17, 2009.

AYES:  Trustee Smith, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Howell. NOES: None. Resolution carried.



Trustee Gillemot offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Smith authorizing an agreement for maintenance of the Village of Montour Falls website with Dot Commerce Inc. for a monthly rate of $100.00. AYES:  Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Smith, Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer. NOES: None. Resolution carried.



Trustee Gillemot offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Wiedemer authorizing Donna J. Kelley, Philip Joe Smith, Suzanne Casselberry as designated officers to sign banking transactions with HSBC BANK. AYES:  Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Howell. NOES: None. Resolution carried.



Trustee Smith offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Gillemot authorizing the Mayor to execute the collateral agreement with HSBC and J.P. Morgan Chase Bank to protect deposits exceeding the FDIC coverage. AYES:  Trustee Smith, Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer. NOES: None. Resolution carried.



Trustee Smith offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Howell authorizing Mayor Kelley to execute the Agreement for Specialized Law Enforcement with clarification that one hour per week monitoring speed shall not be used on State Route 14 or State Route 224. AYES:  Trustee Smith, Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Gillemot. NOES: None. Resolution carried.

Mayor Kelley advised the board, the Yacht Club returned their agreement and payment late and made deletions to the insurance requirement and taxes. 

At the advise of the Village Attorney, Mayor Kelley stated the check will be returned, the lease cancelled, and a notice to vacate will be issued.



Trustee Gillemot offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Howell authorizing a 30-day notice to vacate be issued and served on the Montour Falls Yacht Club. AYES:  Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Howell, Trustee Smith, Trustee Wiedemer. NOES: None.   Resolution carried.



Trustee Smith offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Gillemot on recommendation of the marina manager and due to a death in his family authorized a refund of campsite fees for an amount of $120.00 to John Clark of Cohocton, NY. AYES:  Trustee Smith, Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer. NOES: None. Resolution carried.

Trustee Wiedemer reported there is no Schuyler County Planning Commission meeting this month.

Trustee Howell informed the board, he has no code enforcement report for the month of June, nor is he aware if Chip Seager has returned from Florida.

Trustee Howell inquired about overtime hours that have occurred during the four- 10-hour workdays. Clerk was aware of one Friday for four hours.

Mayor to verify the extent of street work planned for Turner Park.

Trustee Wiedemer thanked the DPW’s for their scheduling the installation of the marina sewer pump out and for weeding the rain garden.


Board discussed the need to purchase a bucket truck or scissor lift noting that the lift truck is no longer available from Kurtz’s.

Mayor Kelley advised the board she is speaking with DPW employees interested in obtaining a water operator license.

Mayor Kelley suggested the board hold one meeting during the month of August.  Board was receptive.



Trustee Smith offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Gillemot authorizing payment of bills on General Abstract $100,788.69, Water Abstract $2,720.40, Sewer Abstract $2,521.95. AYES:  Trustee Smith, Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer. NOES: None. Resolution carried.



Trustee Howell offered a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:00p.m., seconded by Trustee Gillemot. Carried.

Respectfully submitted.

Suzanne Casselberry 

