Regular Board Meeting

October 19,2009


7:00p.m.

Present – 
 Mayor Donna Kelley, Trustees Philip Gillemot, 

 James Howell, Sharon Wiedemer, Phil Joe Smith.

Absent  - 
 None. 

Also present –  Clerk-Treasurer Suzanne Casselberry, Mike & Christina Hughey

Mayor Kelley called the meeting to order.

Mayor Kelley called for the Pledge of Allegiance.



Trustee Gillemot offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Wiedemer

to approve the minutes of the October 5,2009 regular board meeting as presented. AYES:  Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Smith. NOES: None.  Resolution carried. 

Mayor Kelley reported the abandoned boat at the marina storage yard owned by Giorgio & Dora Benway will be moved and storage fees paid in full on or before October 24th.

Board members briefly discussed the lowest bid received on the Genesee Street telemetry was $73,900 and the estimate compiled by Greg Cumming of Larson Design Group to update the entire water system telemetry with panel boxes and visual monitors installed at Genesee Street pump station is $120,000-$130,000.



Trustee Smith offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Howell to reject bids on the Genesee Street Telemetry Project. AYES:  Trustee Howell, Trustee Smith, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Gillemot. NOES: None. Resolution carried.



Trustee Howell offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Smith to obtain bids for telemetry on the entire water system. AYES:  Trustee Howell, Trustee Smith, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Gillemot. NOES: None. Resolution carried.

Mayor Kelley discussed with the board the presentation by Chemung County Emergency Management Director on fire safety violations that could create a liability for the village fire department. Mayor would like to invite a representative of the NYS Department of Labor PESH division to make an unofficial visit to the fire department with the idea safety issues could be addressed without fines. Board suggested the fire chief be consulted and Mayor Kelley indicated she has spoke with the chief who offered no objection.

Mayor Kelley discussed with the board the closing of the Montour Cemetery for the winter season. She has spoke with families that feel not having access to the upper section of the cemetery is a hardship. It was also verified that the lower section is not gated off. Foreman Mike Hughey recalled the gate across the access road to the upper section was installed several years ago due to repeated vandalism of the grassy areas. 

Trustee Howell offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Wiedemer to agree delay closing of cemetery until December 31st through April 1 and resolved that all entrances should be gated off. AYES:  Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Smith, Trustee Gillemot. NOES:  None. Resolution carried.

Board agreed to meet with the Odessa Village Board of Trustees on Wednesday, October 21st to discuss a shared service arrangement for DPW Superintendent. Trustee Howell suggested the Schuyler County Highway Supt be invited relative to shared use of equipment.  Mayor Kelley did not consider use of equipment a matter for this particular discussion. Trustee Howell noted that the shared service agreement with the County has not been terminated and the Highway Supt is still under contract to assist the village. Mayor suggested further discussion on this personnel matter be held in executive session.

Mayor Kelley discussed with the board the contribution by employees toward their health insurance.  Union contracts provide for an 8% contribution and she suggested the same percentage for non-union employees. Mayor Kelley stated that non-union employees are granted the same benefits as union employees. Board agreed that considering the increasing cost of health insurance employees must be asked to contribute.

Trustee Smith offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Gillemot that effective January 1, 2010 non-union employees will contribute 8% of the health insurance premium and further resolved that percentage of contribution for non-union personnel will be adjusted yearly to reflect percentage increase for contributions of union personnel. AYES:  Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Smith, Trustee Gillemot. NOES:  None. Resolution carried.







Trustee Howell offered a resolution seconded by Trustee Gillemot to authorize Donna Kelley, Phil Joe Smith and Suzanne Casselberry to sign on newly opened HSBC money management accounts. AYES:  Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Smith, Trustee Gillemot. NOES:  None. Resolution carried.

Trustee Wiedemer offered the following resolution, seconded by Trustee Howell



WHEREAS,working women constitute 71 million of the nation’s work force and strive to serve their communities, their states and their nation in professional, civic and cultural capacities;



WHEREAS,women-owned businesses account for 30% of all U.S. business, generating $1.9 trillion in sales and employing 9.2 millon people.



WHEREAS, the major goal of the Southern Finger Lakes Women, a Chapter of New York State Women, Inc. is to promote equality for all women and to help create better conditions for working women through the study of social, educational, economic and political problems; all of us are proud of their leadership in these many fields of endeavor.



WHEREAS, southern Finger Lakes Women(formerly known as the Watkins Glen Buiness and Professional Women) founded in 1940, is proud to be celebrating its 69th year as a Chapter of New York State Women, Inc. SFLW is a local organization of women helping women.



NOW THEREFORE, the Village Board of Trustees do hereby proclaim the week of October 19-23, 2009 as National Business Women’s Week in the Village of Montour Falls and urge all citizens to join in this celebration to support the efforts of Southern Finger Lakes Women for pay equity, better child and dependent care, fair pension laws and equity in insurance, equal opportunity in education and training and the ERA amendment.

AYES:  Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Howell, Trustee Smith, Trustee Gillemot.

NOES:  None. Resolution carried. 

Bud Kibbe, Code Enforcement Officer presented his report for the month of September along with Certificates of Completion for Electrical Code Compliance for Photovoltaic Systems and for Structural Issues for the Non-Engineer Building Official.

An activity report was received from the Schuyler County Sheriff for the period July 9 thru October 6 and billing in an amount of $1,425.00.

Board discussed again the priority for speed monitoring by radar on village streets.

Trustee Gillemot reported the Falls Harvest Festival celebration was well attended and went without incident.

Trustee Gillemot inquired about the upcoming round of NY Main Street grant funds.  Mayor Kelley noted that it is not likely that both Montour Falls and Watkins Glen would be funded in one round, therefore the Village of Watkins Glen would be making application for the next round of funding.

Mike Hughey reported he anticipates paving of the remaining streets, Genesee, Ayers, Clinton, Washington, Havana Glen the week of November 26th.

Trustee Gillemot expressed his concern for the sale of bulk water as discussed at the previous meeting. Concerns for both having an adequate supply of water to share and for the plans how the water will be used (hydro-fracking) for Marcellus Shale Gas Well Drilling.  Trustee Gillemot stated that he has been following the drilling project and expressed his concerns for protection of watershed, referencing the low quality ratings of Seneca Lake. Trustee Gillemot also noted the Marcellus Shale operation has the possibility of pollution to water and suggests the village refrain from being a part of a project that contributes to water pollution. In addition, he questioned the additional workload to monitor that will be required of the local health agencies.  Trustee Howell indicated that the public health would be involved with the inspection testing to be performed by the drillers and his office is prepared for increased activity.

Mayor Kelley advised the board she has developed an advisory committee for the Transportation Enhancement Grant Program(TEP). Members are: Scott Welliver, Bruce Nelson, Antoinette DiCiaccio, Philip Gillemot, Brian Williams, Danielle Hautaniemi, Mayor Kelley. Brian Williams will chair the meetings that are open to the public. The committee will look at the Downtown Business Improvement Strategy and develop Request for Proposals for engineering.


Trustee Howell offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Wiedemer to adjourn the meeting at 8:20p.m. for an executive session on a personnel matter. AYES:  Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Smith, Trustee Gillemot. NOES:  None. Resolution carried.


Trustee Smith offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Gillemot to adjourn the executive session at 8:45p.m. AYES:  Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Smith, Trustee Gillemot. NOES:  None. Resolution carried.

 Motion was made by Trustee Smith seconded by Trustee Gillemot to adjourn the meeting at 8:45p.m. Carried.

 Respectfully submitted,

 Suzanne Casselberry, Clerk-Treasurer 

