Regular Board Meeting

November 2,2009


7:00p.m.

Present – 
 Mayor Donna Kelley, Trustees Philip Gillemot, 

 James Howell, Sharon Wiedemer, Phil Joe Smith.

Absent  - 
 None. 

Also present –  Clerk-Treasurer Suzanne Casselberry, 

                Mike & Christina Hughey

Mayor Kelley called the meeting to order.

Mayor Kelley called for the Pledge of Allegiance.



Trustee Smith offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Wiedemer

to approve the minutes of the October 19,2009 regular board meeting as presented. AYES:  Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Smith. NOES: None.  Resolution carried. 

Tom Carson, Fire Chief reported to the board he made contact with Governor Patterson expressing his concerns for the lack of adequate equipment for rescue on the Catharine Valley Trail. He shared with the board, the response he received from the NYS Parks Commissioner suggesting the equipment can be borrowed from the local state park office. Fire Chief stated that in an emergency there is no time to borrow state park equipment and it is likely this needed equipment will have to be purchased and the expense shared with the towns of Montour & Dix by way of yearly fire contract. 

Tom Carson, Fire Chief also advised the board, he plans to purchase 8 new sets of GLOBE “turn out gear” for interior firefighters. In the recent years this equipment has been purchased used.  The fire department membership have agreed to share in the cost of this new equipment and will purchase 4 sets(of the 8 total) @ $1500.00 each.  Fire Chief stated that the lowest bid of $1300.00 per set was of lesser quality than the GLOBE equipment and did not include safety features such as a harness.

Tom Carson speaking as a cemetery commissioner spoke with the board about removal of the old building at the cemetery. He stated the building is deteriorated and unsafe and possibly addressed by code enforcement. Tom believes there may be an individual interested in the demolition of the building in exchange for the stone foundation.  Trustee Smith indicated proper insurances would be required. 

Mayor Kelley reported having met with Greg Mathews relative to the marina improvement project, specifically the campground expansion. Greg expressed his commitment to seeing this project is completed through the shared service arrangement.  Greg also indicated that in an emergency if the timely completion of the project is a concern, he has the authority  through a county bid contract to call in Silverline Construction to assist with completion. Mayor Kelley suggested notice be given to the county to terminate the agreement for public works supervision. Trustee Howell suggested Attorney Halpin be consulted prior to this request for termination.

Mayor Kelley advised the board the bid opening for the water system telemetry is set for Friday, November 13th.

Mayor Kelley recommended Trustee Phil Joe Smith be appointed to the Schuyler County Environmental Management Council for a one-year term.



Trustee Smith offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Howell to amend the agreement with Larson Design Group for the Genesee Street telemetry improvements to include the entire water system and resolved the engineering fees for design and construction administration be increased by $8,040.00 bringing the total engineering costs for the project to $14,040.00. AYES:  Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Smith. NOES: None.  Resolution carried. 

Board members received the most recent and Attorney reviewed draft version of the shared service agreement for a superintendent with the Village of Odessa for review.  Mayor Kelley explained that a new job description would need to be developed and at the recommendation of Attorney Halpin should contain specific detail for all work expected of a superintendent for both Montour Falls and Odessa. This new job description will be used by both the Schuyler County Civil Service to assign a job title and advertisement for the position. Village Board will meet for a workshop with the Village of Odessa on Wednesday, Nov 4th at 7:00p.m. to discuss this agreement further.  Trustee Smith stated he is not interested in pursing a shared service arrangement with the Village of Odessa for a superintendent.

Board discussed health insurance benefit and the employee’s contribution of 8%. It was noted that the coverage for union and for non-union are not alike and Trustee Howell questioned the fairness that both contributions are at 8%. Trustee Howell suggested the board consider reducing the non-union contribution to 6%.  Trustee Howell indicated he would like to see 

Mike Hughey spoke with the board about use of a pre-treatment for winter snow/ice removal that consists of rock salt and water and is applied to the streets(hills) prior to storm. This product is intended to keep snow from packing and making ice until a plow truck is dispatched.  Board agreed to look into the method further before approval.

summary coverage on both policies for a comparison.

Mike Hughey reported he has obtained quotes for tree/stump removal and trimming within the village right of way.  He would like to hire America Southern Tier Tree Removal who offered to remove one additional tree at no cost. 



Trustee Howell offered a resolution seconded by Trustee Smith to hire American Southern Tier Tree Removal for removal of 8 trees, stumps and various trimming per list for an amount of $3,700 and resolved that proper insurance coverage must be in effect and documented. AYES:  Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Smith. NOES: None.  Resolution carried.

Trustee Howell reported he has verified the data collection for tax assessments in the Town of Montour including the Village of Montour Falls has been completed.  Trustee Howell also noted he is encouraging the code enforcement officer to set up scheduled work hours/days each week in the village.

Trustee Howell shared with the board a portion of the aerial map of Turner Park.  He reported having walked the street and discussed curbing and street improvements with Greg Mathews and resident Tom Gifford. He would like to see an informal survey of the residential area to identify locations with floor drains. Trustee Howell noted that the storm sewer system was converted for use as a sanitary sewer leaving no piping for proper drainage of excess water.  By use of this map he anticipates that an estimate for installation of a storm sewer can be developed for further review along with the curbing and street-resurfacing project scheduled for next spring.

Trustee Gillemot requested the board reconsider the recently established no parking restriction on the west side of North Genesee Street from Main Street to Steuben Street to enable up to 4 cars to park to visit the falls. He spoke with the fire chief again who had indicated that trucks could safely navigate with cars parked on the west side. Trustee Gillemot further stated that the no parking to corner prohibition south of the Steuben Street intersection and at the Main & Genesee Street intersection would provide safe visibility. 

Mayor Kelley informed the board the Montour House is required to have one handicap parking space for the health care office. Bruce Nelson is requesting the board designate a handicap space on Montour Street. Board discussed a space on Montour Street at its Main Street intersection that would eliminate need for additional curb cut and crosswalk. Trustee Smith noted that post office and bank customers could also utilize this space.

Mayor Kelley reported having received complaints on the delay in paving South Genesee Street. A.L. Blades is in touch with Mike Hughey and have assured him they will be in the village to complete the work this season.

Mayor Kelley reported an informational session will take place Thursday, Nov 5th at the Human Service Complex with the Hornell Mayor and Code Enforcement Supervisor to explain how Hornell has teamed up with its fire department to conduct home and rental unit inspections. Mayor Kelley, code officer and fire chief will be attending.


Trustee Smith offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Howell authorizing the payment of bills on General Abstract $19,856.61 Water Abstract $3,295.17, Sewer Abstract $4,076.63, CHIPS Capital Projects Abstract $6,685.52. AYES:  Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Smith. NOES: None.  Resolution carried.


Trustee Smith offered a motion, seconded by Trustee Gillemot to adjourn the meeting at 8:45p.m. Carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Suzanne Casselberry, Clerk-Treasurer

