Regular Board Meeting

August 3, 2009



7:00p.m.

Present – 
 Mayor Donna Kelley, Trustees Philip Gillemot, 

 James Howell, Phil Joe Smith, Sharon Wiedemer.

Absent  - 
 None. 

Also present – Clerk-Treasurer Suzanne Casselberry

Mayor Kelley called the meeting to order.

Mayor Kelley called for the Pledge of Allegiance.



Trustee Gillemot offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Smith to approve the minutes of the July 20,2009 regular board meeting. AYES:  Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Smith, Trustee Howell. NOES: None. ABSTAINED: Trustee Wiedemer. Resolution carried.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Harold Russell, resident of the Town of Dix was present to speak with the board about his interest in the position of code enforcement.  He obtained the proper code certification on his own and is presently gaining experience in the field and with the software program with the Town of Dix Code Enforcement Officer. Being a councilman for the Town of Dix, he participated in the planning and development of their zoning law and became  

very familiar with zoning regulations. He owns a horse farm, however it is possible he may have an occasional conflict during daytime hours with other meetings.  Board thanked Mr. Russell for his interest.

Trustee Howell reported having spoke with both Chip Seager and Bud Kibbe. They are both willing to split the salary/time for the month of August.  Bid Kibbe will work with Chip to become familiar with the current projects. The Board acknowledged that Bid Kibbe is seeking full time employment elsewhere and may not be interested in this position on a long-term basis.   

Mayor Kelley noted that the Village of Odessa and Town of Montour have expressed interest in working together to share a full time code enforcement officer. 



Trustee Howell offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Gillemot to accept Charles Seager’s resignation effective August 12, 2009 and resolved all records in his possession will be transferred by August 12 and further resolved Bud Kibbe be hired as interim Building Inspector II effective August 13, 2009. AYES:  Trustee Howell, Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Smith, Trustee Wiedemer. NOES: None. Resolution carried.

Mayor Kelley reported the library board is agreeable with the drafted documents concerning the transfer of ownership of the library building.  Mayor suggested a meeting be set up to include two members of the library board, two village board members and their respective attorneys to review the documents and sign. Mayor Kelley also noted although it is not necessary, it has been mentioned that a public hearing be held on the transfer of ownership. Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Wiedemer and Trustee Howell all agreed aside from the NY Main Street grant, there is no urgency to the transfer of ownership and that it is a good idea to have a public hearing.  A public hearing was scheduled for Tuesday, September 8, 2009 at 7:30p.m.

Trustee Gillemot noted in connection with the library building the Crawford & Stearn’s report dated 1999 spoke about concerns with the attic structure.  He looked at the attic with knowledgeable individuals and it was determined that the repairs are more minor that once thought. He felt the village should make the repairs before the transfer.  Board members agreed an estimate should be obtained.

Mayor Kelley reported the initial funding reimbursement of $350,000 on the Restore NY grant has been received from NYS Empire State Development for the Montour House. In addition the first reimbursement on the NY Main Street grant has also been received in amount of $37,525 also for the Montour House, the anchor project.



Trustee Smith offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Howell authorizing payment of $350,000 be issued to the Montour Falls House, LLC on the Restore NY grant and further resolved a payment of $37,525.45 be issued to Community Progress Inc. on the NY Main Street grant. AYES: Trustee Howell, Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Smith, Trustee Wiedemer. NOES: None. Resolution carried.

Mayor Kelley advised the board, Greg Mathews has verified the project references for the sole bidder of concrete curbing, Sgarlata Concrete Inc. are acceptable and recommended awarding the alternative bid.  Trustee Howell expressed concern for acting on one bid. Mayor Kelley indicated that the contractor’s alternative bid to perform all curbing work at the same time, works out to the going rate per linear foot.



Trustee Smith offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Gillemot to accept the alternate bid from Sgarlata Concrete Inc. of $57,259.00 to install 4,441’ of concrete curbing in one project. AYES:  Trustee Smith, Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Howell. NOES: None. Resolution carried.

REPORTS

Trustee Smith reported to the board Minor LaFever, an electrician employed by the Village of Watkins Glen offered a price of $30.00/hour and estimated 16 hours to complete the electrical work at the Falls Park. He will be able to start the end of this week.



Trustee Smith offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Howell to accept the estimate from Minor LaFever to complete the electrical work for lighting in the Falls Park for $480.00. AYES:  Trustee Smith, Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Gillemot. NOES: None. Resolution carried.

Trustee Howell inquired on the status of Lance VanAlstine as far as training for water operator position, noting the hours worked under operator will count toward license. Trustee Howell also inquired of the number of overtime hours being worked on Fridays or Mondays so far on the 10 hour day schedule. Mayor Kelley indicated that the schooling is not offered until fall, and with the deadline for the Falls Park work, the DPW could not spare an employee. Mayor Kelley also indicated one employee was paid overtime on a Friday to help meet the deadline for the Falls Park project.  Mayor Kelley explained the remaining work at the Falls Park consists of electrical/lighting, landscaping/plantings, and replacement of chain link fence on the retaining wall with iron fence. The NY Main Street grant project has $25,000 toward the Falls Park project.   

Trustee Gillemot advised the board, he is working for the Montour Falls Improvement Association to develop a free cell phone tour of the historic district for the general public.  The cost incurred is being sponsored in part by a local business.

Mayor Kelley reported the DPW would be looking at a used lift truck for sale for $4,000.  Trustee Smith suggested a tow being lift would cost less to maintain.

Mayor Kelley reported she met with Senator Winner’s representative, the fire chief and Town officials regarding the need for an ATV for Catharine Valley Trail rescue.

Mayor Kelley reported the ARC’s garden club has volunteered to weed the 

rain garden twice per month. She also recognized the club for planting and maintaining the flowers at the welcome sign on State Route 14.

Mayor Kelley advised the board she has denied additional portable units for the marina camping area for the Nascar weekend adding that the new bath house should be used.


Trustee Gillemot offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Howell to pay bills listed on General Fund Abstract #5 $14,711.77 Water Fund Abstract #5 $1,143.38, Sewer Fund Abstract #5 $676.30, Capital Projects NY Main Street Grant $37,325.45 and Restore NY $350,000.00. AYES: Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Howell, Trustee Smith, Trustee Wiedemer. NOES: None. Resolution carried.


Trustee Gillemot offered a motion, seconded by Trustee Howell to adjourn the meeting. Carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Suzanne Casselberry, Clerk-Treasurer

Regular Board Meeting

August 17, 2009



7:00p.m.

Present – 
 Mayor Donna Kelley, Trustees Philip Gillemot, 

 James Howell, Phil Joe Smith, Sharon Wiedemer.

Absent  - 
 None. 

Also present – Clerk-Treasurer Suzanne Casselberry


 
    Mike & Christina Hughey,  

Mayor Kelley called the meeting to order.

Mayor Kelley called for the Pledge of Allegiance.



Trustee Wiedemer offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Gillemot

to approve the minutes of the August 3, 2009 regular board meeting with clarification that the historic district cell phone tour is sponsored “in part by a local business”. AYES:  Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Smith, Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer. NOES: None.  Resolution carried.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Carolsue McCue of N.L’Hommedieu Street was present to inquire on the progress of the decibel limit posting. Mayor replied there is no new information to share at this time.

George Mahler, area real estate broker spoke to the board about the proposed zoning designation for land on South Genesee Street owned by William Brown. The land is for sale and he is investigating the feasibility of a development for single-family, large lot homes. The proposed zoning district is public conservation and would apply to 56% of the entire 73 acre parcel.  Mayor Kelley suspected that the zoning committee considered the hillside land to be non-developable property, however she will inquire further.  Trustee Howell commented that the cost to the village of providing water and/or sewer to the property could have been a factor when considering it non-developable.  Bill Brown, also in attendance stated that his property has no value if it is zoned public conservation. 

Dale Walters, Village of Burdett Mayor and representative of the Council of Governments spoke to the board about the task force formed to identify possible way(s) to change funding for SCOPED. Presently SCOPED is funded by both private and public funds. The public contribution is voluntary and is based on property valuation. The uncertainty of yearly funding makes developing the SCOPED budget difficult. The COG task force acknowledged the positive economic improvements made with SCOPED’s assistance and agreed that SCOPED should be funded on a consistent level by the entire county. The task force is proposing to fund the public portion of SCOPED through sales tax revenues directly from the county beginning in 2010. Although the county has the authority to choose how to distribute sales tax, they wish to have local boards aware of and in support of the concept. Mr. Walters explained that there would be audits and performance evaluations set up with this plan and no change will be made to the county planning department. Various facts, data and projected impacts were provided to the board members for their review.  Board members agreed to review the material, address questions to Mr. Walters and consider this proposition at the September 8 meeting.

Fire Chief Tom Carson reported to the board, the department has abandoned the emergency response system I AM RESPONDING and suggests the firefighters utilize the cell phone on rescue vehicle GR9. Mayor Kelley recommended the fire department membership reimburse the village taxpayers for the cost of the monitor estimated at $1200.

Fire Chief also reported having met with Mayor Kelley, Sperry Navone, Senator Winner’s representative and town supervisors on the Catharine Valley Trail’s lack of trail markers, no parking warnings at vehicle gates and the serious concern he has for rescue on the trail.  He noted that of the 12 miles of trail between Montour Falls and Millport, the Village is responsible for 8 miles with no means of reaching and retrieving an injured person. He is hopeful financial assistance will be offered from Senator Winner’s office, county or state parks to purchase an all terrain vehicle(gator). 

Mayor Kelley reported having met with Bud Kibbe and Trustee Howell to discuss terms of employment for code enforcement.

A request was received from the New Falls Home to close Schuyler Street on Friday September 11th for their annual street festival.


Trustee Smith offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Howell authorizing Schuyler Street be closed on Friday, September 11th between 7:00am-2:00pm for the New Falls Home street festival that will take place between the hours of 10:00-12:00noon. AYES:  Trustee Smith, Trustee Howell, Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Wiedemer. NOES: None. Resolution carried.


Trustee Smith offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Howell authorizing an $80.00 refund of a July 11, 12th campsite reservation made for Amy Haight who was called to work and resolved the refund be sent to her mother Gail Frank. AYES:  Trustee Smith, Trustee Howell, Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Wiedemer. NOES: None. Resolution carried.


Trustee Howell offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Smith to renew the membership with the Watkins Glen Area Chamber of Commerce for 2010 in amount of $250.00. AYES:  Trustee Howell, Trustee Smith, Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Wiedemer. Carried unanimously.


Trustee Gillemot offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Wiedemer approving Mayor Kelley’s appointment of new bunkers Max Magee and Christopher Hall as members of the Montour Falls Fire Department for fire & rescue calls. AYES: Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Wiedemer, Trustee Smith, Trustee Howell. NOES: None. Resolution carried.


Trustee Smith offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Gillemot to move forward with the Genesee Street pump station telemetry project and resolved to use unappropriated water fund balance to fund the project and further resolved to accept bids on October 5, 2009 to be opened at 11:00a.m. AYES: Trustee Smith, Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Howell, Trustee Wiedemer. NOES: None. Resolution carried.

REPORTS:

Trustee Wiedemer reported having attended the Schuyler County Planning Commission meeting and noted that there were no representatives present to review either of the two projects submitted. The committee had questions on the Harbor Hotel expansion and the Town of Reading zoning law amendment that had to be held over to next month.

Trustee Wiedemer inquired if trimming could be done along Rt 14 between Marina Drive and the trail entrance. It was clarified that although the village mows property to the north of the trail it is the state’s responsibility not village and otherwise would not be regularly maintained. Mike Hughey will look into the un-mowed section. 

Trustee Howell inquired if a report has been received from the Sheriff on the speed monitoring efforts on College Ave, L’Hommedieu , Owego and Genesee Streets. Trustee Wiedemer will make contact with the Sheriff.

Trustee Gillemot reported having received an estimate from Clayton Snow for repairs to the library attic spoke about at last meeting in amount of $500.00.

Trustee Gillemot reported he has prepared a script for the Village Hall to be used for the cell phone tour for review.

Trustee Smith noted that he has not pursued the alternate hauling site/cost for landfill leach ate at the Montour Falls WWTP.  The commission is looking into a filtration system with help from SCOPED noting that any modification will require NYSDEC approval.

Board approved Mayor Kelley’s attendance at the NYCOM falls conference, September 21-24.  The conference fee is $240.00 and accommodations will also be required.


Trustee Smith offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Gillemot

authorizing payment of bills listed on General Fund Abstract #6 $38,350.65 Water Fund Abstract #6 $9,648.24, Sewer Fund Abstract #6 $8,011.38 Capital Projects Marina Improvement Project $1,150.00. AYES: Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Howell, Trustee Smith, Trustee Wiedemer. NOES: None. Resolution carried.


Trustee Gillemot offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Howell to enter into executive session for an employment history and personnel matter. AYES:  Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Howell, Trustee Smith, Trustee Wiedemer. NOES: None. Resolution carried.


Trustee Gillemot offered a resolution, seconded by Trustee Howell to adjourn the executive session and resume the regular meeting. AYES: Trustee Gillemot, Trustee Howell, Trustee Smith, Trustee Wiedemer. NOES: None.  Resolution carried.

Mayor Kelley noted that the County Highway Superintendent has advised her they will no longer be able to provide supervision to the DPW however will provide technical assistance to complete the street paving, curbing projects and the marina campsite expansion project.   Concerns were discussed for adding tasks to the foreman’s position. Board will discuss the needs for supervision during a future session and the possibility of working with the Village of Odessa.

      Trustee Gillemot offered a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Howell. Carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Suzanne Casselberry, Clerk-Treasurer

